On examination, the whole anterior surface of the organ presented a faint milky appearance. There was no tenderness on pressure being made, and the photophobia was inconsiderable. I said "filaria came out," and no doubt it did: but we never saw it again, as it fell upon the gravelly soil, and became invisible. It cannot have disappeared into the posterior chamber, as improvement after the operation was immediate, and some six months have now elapsed since it was performed. Sceptics may doubt the very existence of the filaria in this instance. To this I would reply that it was seen by too many pairs of eyes, the owners of whom have probably some confidence in the aphorism that " seeing is believing
The movements of a filaria, (its threadlike body tapering towards the tail) once seen can never be confounded with any optical delusion. Unfortunately, no vessel was held below the eye, to catch the fluid and its contents. I do not enter here into any disquisition as to the nature of the filaria, or as to how it finds its way into the anterior chamber; though probably Dr. Charles Macnamara's theory, viz., that the embryo enter the blood through the coats of the intestines, and is carried along by the circulation until it arrives at the spot most advantageous to its future development,?in this case, the anterior chamber of the eye, is probably correct.
My object to-day is (a) to add to the evidence already accumulated, that there is no connection between "worm in the eye" and paralysis of the loins, as believed in by Twining and Breton 30 years ago, and refuted by C. Maouamara 20 years later; and (i) to show that the visitor may prove a very harmless one and admit of easy ejectment.
